APPLICATION FOR ADMINISTRATION APPEAL
AND

REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE

TO:
Planning Board of the Town of Houlton and Zoning Board of Appeals

FROM:
Name  _________________________________________



Address  _______________________________________



_______________________________________________



Telephone  _____________________________________

Subject:

Type of construction intended:

Location of Property:  Map_____   Lot_____


Street Location ______________________

Brief Description of work to be done and intended use of property:

IN ADDITION, A SKETCH PLAN OF THE PROPERTY MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION SHOWING DIMENSIONS AND SHAPE OF LOT, THE SIZE AND LOCATIONS OF EXISTINGBUILDINGS, THE LOCATIONS AND DIMENSIONS OF PROPOSED BUILDINGS OR ALTERATIONS, AND ANY NATURAL OR TOPOGRAPHIC PECULIARITIES OF THE LOT IN QUESTION.

Justification of Variance:  In order for a variance to be granted, the appellant must demonstrate to the Zoning Board of Appeals that the strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance would cause undue hardship.  There are five criteria which must be met before the ZBA can find that a hardship exists.  Please explain how your situation meets each of these criteria listed below:

A variance may be granted if the board finds that it will not be contrary to the public interest where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in “undue hardship.”  The following questions must all be answered, with supporting findings of fact, in order to grant the appeal.

1.  Can the land yield a reasonable return (not the highest return) without the granting of a variance?

___________________ Yes  (deny the appeal)

___________________  No

Reasons (including evidence)________________________________________________

2.  Are there factors which are unique to this property, and not to the general conditions of the neighborhood, which create a need for a variance?

___________________  Yes

___________________  No  (deny the application)

Reasons  (including evidence)_______________________________________________
3.  Will the granting of the variance alter the essential character of the locality?

___________________ Yes  (deny the application)

___________________  No

Reasons  (including evidence)_______________________________________________

4.  Is the hardship a result of action taken by the applicant or a prior owner (self created hardship)?

_____________________ Yes (deny the application)

_____________________  No

Reasons (including evidence)________________________________________________

5.  If granted, the variance would not be detrimental to the public health, safety or general welfare; would not produce a substantial increase in traffic flow; would not be injurious to property or improvements in the district; or impair the purpose and intent of the zoning ordinance.

I certify that the information contained in the application is true and correct.
Date:_________________



_______________________









(Appellant)

Note to Appellant: This form should be returned to the Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  You will be notified of the date of the hearing on your appeal.
